
 
 

May 2020 Newsletter 

 
2020 Calendar of Events: 
(Saturday meetings start at 9 A.M.) 

May 9: Meeting cancelled. 

May 14-17: Change of date! Lone Star Bonsai 

 Federation Convention. San Antonio. 

 Moved to August. 

May 14-17: Exhibit still cancelled due to BG 

 closing.  

June 13: Smith Workshop- Japanese Black Pine  

 and tropicals. 

July 11: Annual Auction & Raffle. 

Aug. 6-9 Lone Star Bonsai Federation 

 Convention. San Antonio. 

Aug. 8: Meeting cancelled due to convention. 

Sept. 12:  How to pick the best pot to show off  

 your tree. 

 Nomination Committee appointed. 

Oct. 10: TBD  

 New officer slate presented. 

Nov.7-8th: Japanese Garden Fall Festival 

Nov. 14: Smith Workshop- Winter Work, all 

 species.  

 Vote on club officers for 2021-2022 

Dec. 12: Christmas Party. 

 

 

 

 

President’s Message  

By Dan LeBlanc 
 

 Hello to all the FWBS members. I hope you 

are all in good health. It looks like we will be 

experiencing another Texas Spring slash Summer all 

in a few weeks. From the 60’s to the 90’s in just a 

few weeks. Spring is always one of my favorite times 

for Bonsai and I hope you have been able to enjoy 

working on and styling some trees during this 

unprecedented time.  

  The FWBS continues to monitor the Covid-

19 situation and will keep you posted on any 

changes. With the State of Texas opening in stages I 

am hopeful before long we can get back to our 

regular schedule. As all of you know we were forced 

to cancel our April meetings due to the Covid-19 

shelter in place orders. Regrettably the FWBS will 

not be able to host any events in May. The Fort 

Worth Botanical Gardens will remain closed as of 

now. We will keep you posted of any changes. 

Hopefully when we start back up we can add a few 

events like visiting a garden or adding another 

auction? 

 The Vision 2020 LSBF Bonsai Convention 

has been rescheduled for August 6th – 9th. The Vision 

2020 LSBF Bonsai Convention will be held in San 

Antonio now in August at Drury Plaza Hotel San 

Antonio 820 North Loop 1604 East San Antonio, TX 

78232  

 Please plan on making the convention. If you 

have not been to a Bonsai Convention I would 

recommend you make at least one or two days. You 

can still register 

at  https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2020-texas-bonsai-

convention-registration-77963704539 you can also 

reserve a hotel room reservation 

at: https://www.druryhotels.com/bookandstay/newr

eservation/?groupno=2336927 

 Please remember to sign up on the website 

and share any bonsai related articles or other bonsai 

related material with your fellow FWBS members. I 

know I have spent more time on the internet and on 

Facebook looking at and viewing bonsai related 

material. Please visit our website and start posting 

some fun stuff you find on the 

internet. http://fortworthbonsai.org  

Dan LeBlanc,  

FWBS President 

817-907-1398  

dan@callgenesis.com 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2020-texas-bonsai-convention-registration-77963704539
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2020-texas-bonsai-convention-registration-77963704539
https://www.druryhotels.com/bookandstay/newreservation/?groupno=2336927
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http://fortworthbonsai.org/
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 May Events 
By Roger Spohn  

Vice President/Program chairman 

 

 Well there isn’t much to talk about this 

month.  Since everyone was stuck at home I hope that 

you all worked on your trees.  This has been quite an 

ordeal for everyone but I hope it will end soon.  Went 

out to dinner Friday night to our favorite restaurant.  

It was nice to have a brief state of normalcy. 

 If all goes well, we will have our June 

meeting on June 13th.  It will be a workshop with the 

Smiths.  It will be on Japanese Black Pine and 

Tropical’s.  The Smith’s always put on a great 

workshop so let’s all keep our fingers crossed. 

 We will keep everyone updated as soon as we 

know ourselves.     

 

Japanese Garden Spring Festival 
 

 
Since we didn’t get to have the Japanese Garden 

Spring Festival this year, here are some pictures from 

last year. 

 

 
Green mound juniper bonsai. 

 

 
Fig bonsai 

 

 
Japanese maple bonsai. 

 

 
Hopefully we will be able to sell all the juniper 

bonsai that the members worked so hard on at the 

Japanese Garden Fall Festival. 

 

 

 

 



Japanese Garden 

Bonsai Collection 
By Mark Bynum, Director 

  

 Due to the shutdown of the Fort Worth 

Botanical Gardens, the bonsai exhibit has been put 

on hiatus until further notice.  We will be ready to set 

up trees just as soon as the Japanese Garden opens 

again.  
 

What’s Bugging You 
By Vito Megna 

 

Problem: 

The undersides of leaves, stems or branch crotches 

are covered with white, cottony, cushion-like 

masses. Leaves turn yellow and may drop 

prematurely.  Sometimes there is a shiny or sticky 

substance coating the leaves.  A black sooty mold 

often grown on the sticky substance.  Numerous side 

shoots sometimes grow out of an infested crotch 

area.  Twigs and branches may die back. 

Analysis: 

Cottony cushion scales and mealy bugs are the 

culprits.  Cottony cushion scales and mealybugs are 

common on maples throughout the United States.  

The similarities in appearance of these insects make 

separate identification difficult.  The young insects 

that hatch from these eggs are yellowish brown to 

green.  They feed throughout the summer on the 

stems and underside of the leaves.  Damage is caused 

by the withdrawal of plant sap from leaves and 

branches.  The insects are unable to digest fully all 

the sugar in the sap and they excrete the excess in a 

fluid called honeydew.  The honeydew often drops 

onto leaves or plants below.  A sooty mold fungus 

may develop in the honeydew, causing the maple 

leaves and other plants to appear black and dirty.  If 

the insects are not controlled, heavily infested 

branches may die after several seasons.  Apply a 

systemic insecticide labeled for scale in the spring 

when the young are active.  Once the scale forms 

hard or cottony shells they are harder to get rid of.  

They can be scraped off with a fingernail or a Q-tip 

but that requires time and patience.  The following 

spring, when your trees are dormant, apply a dormant 

oil spray to control insects on the bark. 

 

 

MAY BONSAI 
By John Miller  

(Due to health reasons John is not going to be able to 

continue writing his bonsai care series. I am reprinting 

his articles from 2015.)  

 March and early April in my backyard was rainy 

and cold.  There was no time that I had to water 

everything, I just watched daily and watered those that 

needed it. 

Anyhow, we must assume that they will now fall into a 

‘normal’ routine and proceed with the usual May bonsai 

care, maybe modified a bit. 

Leaf pruning would normally be done in May only on 

very healthy trees.  However if your trees broke late you 

should make sure that they have sufficient food and light 

and time to make and store enough energy to produce a 

healthy set of new leaves before the heat of summer.   The 

new leaves need to have time to mature before the heat 

sets in.  If in doubt do not leaf prune this year.  My rule of 

thumb is no leaf pruning of deciduous species after 

Memorial Day. 

If you have flowering or fruiting bonsai, they should 

probably not be pruned until June so they will develop the 

necessary flowers and the fruit will need a lot of foliage 

to support the tree while the fruit grows.   Azaleas usually 

have too many buds and should have some buds removed 

to allow room for the flowers to open fully. 

Repotting season is getting close for tropicals.  Generally 

they may be done whenever the night temperatures stay 

above 60 degrees.  The repotting of tropicals is done when 

they are in active growth.  Be extra vigilant to prevent the 

roots from drying during repotting.  Place the repotted tree 

in an area with good light but little direct sun.  It should 

have good air flow but no wind until it shows new growth. 

A good organic program takes care of both the feeding 

and the insect problems.  The trick is to be sure to 

thoroughly cover the plant including all the leaf axils and 

do it on a regular basis.  A regular schedule is needed with 

chemical sprays too. 

The standard horde of pests will be knocking of your door 

any day now if they are not already at the dinner table.  

Pale leaves would indicate spider mites.  Aphids and 

woolly scale are easy to see but you need to look for them.  

Small caterpillars are easy to miss until you see holes in 

your leaves.  My overall cure for these is an organic foliar 

spray of one tablespoon each of fish emulsion, liquid kelp, 

molasses and apple cider vinegar in a gallon of water.  It 

will not only feed the tree but take care of any vermin 

there.  Be sure to spray the under sides of the leaves and 

the leaf axils too.  Use a hand or pump up sprayer to get a 

fine spray to cover all top and bottom of leaves, a hose 

end sprayer doesn’t cover good enough.  This is also true 

if you want to use commercial chemical sprays. 

A regular schedule is needed because you need to hit them 

while they are moving and out of their protective coating 

especially scale and bagworms.  The life cycle of spider 



mites (from egg to adult laying new egg) can be as short 

as 5 days in hot weather.  You may have to use a systemic 

control for scale. 

Fungal diseases can show up with damp weather. Leaf 

spot can be serious on Catlin and chinese elms and on 

hollies.  Mildew can be a problem when the weather turns 

warm. There are organic fungicides available, baking 

soda is one.  Check an organics nursery or publications. 

A 1% solution of hydrogen peroxide (dilute the standard 

3% store bought stuff 2 parts water to each part peroxide) 

is also recommended but it can injure tender new shoots. 

Most Americans do not fertilize their bonsai properly.  

We are addicted to quick and labor saving techniques.  

Chemical fertilizers tend to fall in that bin.  Plants can 

only utilize a small amount of nutrients at a time.  Organic 

fertilizers break down slowly by microbial action.  When 

you water over an organic fertilizer you wash those 

nutrients into the soil constantly providing the required 

small amount of food.  Water soluble chemical fertilizers 

give a large quick dose of food.  However our bonsai soils 

do not captivate the fertilizer as well as dirt or commercial 

planting mixes.  The next time you water you wash all 

nutrients away and the tree starves until the next feeding.  

I do not like loose organic fertilizers because they tend to 

wash into the top layer of soil and reduce the air space and 

keep the soil too moist.  Ball type fertilizers do not do that.  

You can try using a small plastic or paper cup to hold a 

teaspoon of the loose organics.  Punch small holes in the 

bottom and hold the in place with a nail. 

Be sure to keep the pruning utensils going, do not let the 

growth get coarse.  Ideally you would never let the new 

growth on developed branches get more than 5 leaves and 

prune it back to 2 or 3 leaves.  Also develop a habit when 

pruning of checking the wire you may still have on the 

tree.  Remove it before the branch grows into the wire.  

Wire marks can never be fully removed. 

If in spite of your efforts a tree gets dehydrated from being 

in high winds or from lack of watering some special care 

will be needed.  If the tree was recently repotted, that 

compounds the problem. First move the plant to a 

protected area out of the sun and winds and mist the 

foliage, branches and trunk. 

Treatment would depend on how much damage you have 

to the foliage.  If the leaves are dried, and go easy on the 

watering until new growth starts.  Do not pull the dead 

leaves off because you may damage the latent buds.  You 

may cut the leaf stem if you desire.  No fertilizer until the 

plant starts growing again.  If the leaves are mostly green 

with only damaged tips continue normal care.  If the tree 

is not stressed too much you can then leaf prune later and 

obtain new foliage. 

Make preparations to protect your trees and pots from the 

heat that is coming.  Be sure to remember that the most 

critical time of day is late afternoon.  Usually that is when 

he temp is highest and the air is driest (the relative 

humidity is low) and lets all the suns energy through to 

your backyard.  The bonsai must be protected from the 

sun coming in at a low angle getting under you shade cloth 

or trees.  Use chopped sphagnum moss on the surface of 

your soil to help retain moisture in the soil and it also 

helps keeping it cool.  I like to water after sundown to cool 

the roots so the plant can recover overnight. Water other 

times as needed. 

 

Meeting information: 

The Fort Worth Bonsai Society meets most months 

on the 2nd Saturday at 9 A.M., at 3220 Botanic 

Garden Drive, Fort Worth, TX. This is the building 

where the large conservatory greenhouse is located.  

For more information see our website 

at:fortworthbonsai.org 

 

Club Officers: 

President: Dan LeBlanc 

 dan@callgenesis.com 

Vice President, Programs: Roger Spohn 

 rwspohn@yahoo.com 

Treasurer: Mark Bynum 

 mark.bynum12@att.net 

Secretary: Steven Hendricks 

stevenhendricks@sbcglobal.com 

Past President: Steven Hendricks 

stevenhendricks@sbcglobal.com 

Member at Large: Scott Dienell 

 cheddar56789@hotmail.com 

LSBF Representative: Mark Bynum 

 mark.bynum12@att.net 

Website:TJ Broullette 

terry@whisperwillow.com 

Newsletter Editor: Estella Flather       

 eflather@sbcglobal.net  

 

Members Emeritus: Certain members of the Fort Worth 

Bonsai Society have given so much of their time and 

effort to the support of our club that they are recognized 

with the designation of “Member Emeritus”.   

 

Ted Guyger  199? 

John Miller  199? 

Estella Flather  2006 

Joe Andrews  2020 

Steven Hendricks 2020 
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